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March 9, 1995
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM TOPIC OF NEXT LECTURE IN UM PRESIDENT’S SERIES 
MISSOULA -
An educator and MacArthur Fellow who has focused her career on American Indian issues 
will discuss the struggle of Indians to gain religious freedom Wednesday, March 22, at The 
University of Montana - Missoula.
Patricia Locke, a member of the Hunkpapa Lakota Tribe who lives on the Standing Rock 
Sioux Reservation of South Dakota, will present "Religious Freedom: A Fundamental Right for All 
Peoples," at 8 p.m. in UM’s Montana Theatre. Locke replaces Annette Kolodny as the seventh 
speaker in the 1994-95 President’s Lecture Series.
"Indians have had freedom of religion for only 10 years-from 1978 to 1988," Locke said. 
"It’s really quite shocking in the land of the free. The United States was founded on the concept 
that freedom of religion is a basic right of all people. It is a basic tenet of human rights in this 
country."
Locke referred to the American Indian Religious Freedom Act passed by the U.S. Congress 
in 1978. In 1988, a U.S. Supreme Court decision held that American Indian religions are not 
protected under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
Under the Lakota belief system, Locke said, "We are taught all religions are equal and we 
are all worshipping the same God. We need to always respect each other’s belief systems."
Locke earned a bachelor’s degree in education from the University of California, Los
-more-
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Angeles and completed master’s program course work in public administration. She has taught at 
San Fernando Valley State College, Alaska Methodist University, UCLA, the University of 
Colorado-Boulder, Denver University and the University of Southern Maine.
She has helped 17 American Indian tribes start colleges on their reservations. As a 
Mac Arthur fellow until August 1996, Locke travels around the world lecturing and convening 
meetings on various issues. She also serves as an executor of the International Native American 
Language Issues Institute.
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